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INTRODUCTION

SAN LUIS DE MONTEVERDE, Increasing rates of deforestation and destruction of primary forests have promptedafocus on the ecological importance of secondary forests amid emerging regeneration
COSTA RICA efforts. Secondary forests provide essential ecosystem services, such as sequestering CO, and fostering diverse niches, but the extent of their role is still being studied. In
the tropics, secondary forests cover 70% of the entire forested area and, thus, are more common than primary forests (Pain et al. 2020).

his study was conducted in a tropical premontane wet forests. Samples were from four sites: three in primary forest and four in secondary forest. The primary forest sites
| were 70+ years old; one secondary forest site was 15 years old, and the others were between 5o and 70 years old. The area of primary forest is decreasing worldwide and
We collected data from primary and being replaced with secondary forest (McNamara et al. 2012).

secondary forests of ages 15, 30-40, 50-70,
and 70+ years
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Soil characteristics, canopy cover, and leaf litter
all yielded similar mean values across age classes

Data were collected from transects made of 3
10X10 meter plots
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